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NEW SERMON SERIES FOR THE SUMMER OF 2021 

The letters that were 
written for the early 
church are 
meaningful and 
inspiring for you and 
me. Together we are 
invited to dig deeper 
into the context of 

the original audience, but prayerfully listen to what God is 
saying to us then and to us today. Throughout the summer we 
will be following the assigned Lectionary, the typical readings 
for the church. But we will be referring to the 2nd reading each 
week. We are calling this theme – For Your Sake – as if a wise 
mentor was sharing the Good News with you right now. Then 
we will move to the theme, For Our Sake as we take on more of 
the responsibilities in the letters on how you and I become a 
“we” as disciples for all people. Join us in-person, online, or 
through our recordings each week as we listen, pray, and 
wrestle with what it means to be Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
in our culture today! 



FROM OUR LEADERSHIP 
Dear Friends, 

From the Book of Philippians, Chapter 1, Paul writes… 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly 
praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 
because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until 
now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good 
work among you will bring it to completion by the day of 
Jesus Christ. 

Our hearts are full when we think of the community we know as 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. We can feel the Holy Spirit stirring 
among us as we are on an amazing journey together to create 
space, worship, enjoy fellowship, and as we serve God by 
serving others in projects on-site at the church, in our 
community and beyond. 

We are continuing to invest our energies in our vision and 
mission at Holy Trinity: “To love, live, and share Christ” in all of 
our many expressions of discipleship in our daily living.  

We are called intentionally to take time to pray and reflect upon 
the many ways we are growing in our relationship with God and 
with one another. Holy Trinity is a vibrant and spirit-filled 
community that continues to grow and serve. We engage in the 
work inside the building and outside the building, in our homes, 
schools, work, and businesses with a heart of compassion and 
generosity for one another.  

We will continue to make on-going decisions regarding COVID 
safety guidelines out of an abundance of care for one another. 
The following information is for reference only and will be 
reviewed, adapted and amended by the Visioning Council and 
church staff with careful consideration. 

Questions? Contact Council President Ben Meyer at 
president@holytrinitynl.org or Pastor Katie and we will be glad 
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to discuss the joys and challenges of our on-going journey 
through COVID-19. 

Blessings to you and to your household, 

 

Ben Meyer    Pastor Katie Lowe Lancaster 
2021 Council President     

WORSHIP 

1) We will wear masks on Sunday mornings inside the building 
from 8:30-10:45 a.m. for the sake of solidarity for our 
children, youth, and those unable to be vaccinated. 

2) We will continue to offer in-person worship at 8:30 and 9:45 
a.m. on Sunday mornings. We will continue to request 
individuals to RSVP by signing up online or calling the church 
office.  

3) Individuals who are scheduled to read/speak/preach will 
take off masks and remain socially distanced while they 
speak. Praise Team musicians will remain masked during 
worship. 

4) We will continue to offer FB Livestream worship at 8:30 a.m. 
That service will be recorded and uploaded to the website 
later in the morning as our recorded website/online option. 
If there is a hiccup with the livestream worship, we will 
address the concern at the staff meetings on Monday and 
provide an alternative. 

5) We will invite unvaccinated people to be vaccinated with 
encouraging conversations. 

6) We will continue with electronic sign-in, individual 
communion and worship supplies, and room arrangement in 
the sanctuary. We will increase seating as is practical and 
necessary. 

  



SMALL GROUPS AND SPECIAL EVENTS/MINISTRY 

1) Small Groups are encouraged to abide by CDC guidelines for 
vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals inside and outside 
of buildings. 

2) Vacation Bible School and Day Camp will follow CDC 
guidelines for camps/indoor activities for minors and adult 
leaders. 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY REPORT 

I had the privilege 
of attending the 
SEIA Synod 

Assembly with about 270 other attendees on May 21-22 by 
ZOOM. I must admit that I consented a little reluctantly, but I 
am so glad I did! The assembly was opened by Bishop Amy 
Current with prayer and a welcome. The theme of “Baptized 
and Set Free” will be continued with a 4 session study in June 
for anyone who would like to explore this theme in depth. 
There were many votes - standing rules and agenda, 
compensation guidelines for rostered ministers, budget, and for 
voting members to the 2022 Churchwide Assembly. Pastor Katie 
and Richard Tiegs were elected among others. The Friday night 
program was called Just Move with David Scherer and Joe Davis 
on the importance of racial justice education. On Saturday 
Pastor Carmello Santos of Churchwide expanded on the 
Baptism theme. Three Resolutions were adopted: Child 
Protection, Housing and Welcoming Refugee Children and a 
courtesy resolution - SEIA Synod 2021 Assembly. More 
information can be found at seiasynod.org. Bishop Current 
presided at a closing worship.  

In Christian service, 

Judy Taylor 

AGAPE SMALL GROUP – TUESDAYS AT 9:00 A.M. in Person – All 

Summer Long! Available by Zoom with 24 hour notice to Pastor Katie. 



QUILTS AND CRAFTS AT THE TABLE 

We had a very nice turnout of women on Saturday, May 15th to 
collect fabric as well as tie 2 quilts for Lutheran World Relief. We 
will be meeting again on Saturday, June 12 from 9:30 – 11:30. 
You will be able to grab some fabric from our donation during 
that time. We have 12 quilts hanging in the closet that are ready 
to be tied so we will plan to whittle away at those! If you want 
to knit or crochet or do any other crafts at that time, you are 
welcome to bring your projects. Please join us for any amount 
of time that you have! We would love to see you! 

CLUB 56 WILL MEET WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16 

We will meet OUTSIDE on June 16 at 6:30 p.m. for all students 
entering into 5th or 6th grade in the Fall of 2021. We will have 
games, activities, and a snack. Pick up will be at 7:45 p.m. IF 
RAIN – we are CANCELED. 

MANY THANKS AND PRAISE FOR THE AMAZING WORK ON THE 

OUTDOOR PATIO! 

Under the leadership of the 
Facilities Team (Bill Gelhaus 
and many, many others of all 
ages and abilities), we are in 
the midst of having a NEW 
OUTDOOR PATIO at Holy 
Trinity. Bill is planning on 

being outside the building each morning M-F 9:00 a.m. 
beginning June 1 to finish up the last pieces of the patio 
(weather permitting). He will work with you at your skill level 
and welcomes all carpenters and carpenters in training to join 
him. “We will not work into the afternoon unless there is 
enough interest,” says Bill. “We need people to measure, cut, 
sand, and assemble.” This has been a huge gift of planning, 
resources, and energy! In case of rain, we will work another day. 
Call 319-325-6641 with questions. 



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AND DAY CAMP JULY 12-16, 2021 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 

We already had our first families register before 
we even had a chance to make an 
announcement. Go to our webpage under 
Events or go to our Children’s Ministry page! 

Here is what we know as of today! VBS only is $25; VBS and Day 
Camp is $85. Scholarships are available by contacting the office. 

• Vacation Bible School and Day Camp will follow CDC 
guidelines for camps/indoor activities for minors and 
adult leaders. 

• VBS will be from 9:00-11:30 a.m. inside/outside for 
children going into preschool thru 4th grade.  

• Day Camp will continue with lunch at 11:30 and activities 
until 4:00 p.m. for 1st thru 4th grade.  

• Club 56, students going into 5th-6th grade will be junior 
assistants for mornings and continue on with Day Camp 
in the afternoon until 4:00 p.m. 

• 7th graders through 12th graders will be crew leaders and 
station leaders in the mornings. They will have their own 
small groups in the afternoon and assist with servant 
projects. They should plan on being on-site from 8:45-
4:15 p.m. each day. Special arrangements – contact 
Pastor Katie 

VBS AND DAY CAMP VOLUNTEERS AND SUPPLIES 

We need your help! We have been waiting for the on-going 
changes in COVID-19 guidelines for camps and activities for 
children in order to plan for VBS/DC 2021 at Holy Trinity. We 
need you to volunteer to lead, to help purchase supplies to off-
set costs, to help with decorating , and once again offer an 
amazing spirit-filled week for our children and youth. Please 
contact Pastor Katie and join the planning team – TODAY! 
Volunteers can be a HS/College youth looking for an internship 
or an adult who love kiddos! 



CAMP EWALU IS COMING TO HOLY TRINITY! 

We will host Camp Ewalu staff to work alongside our volunteers 
throughout the week of Vacation Bible School and Day Camp. 
We will need to make special arrangements in 2021 to follow 
CDC guidelines for living quarters for the staff. More 
information to be made available. 

CAMP EWALU FOR OUTDOOR MINISTRY! 

There is still time to register for 
outdoor ministry! Go to the 
ewalu.org and check out the 

many offerings throughout the summer for many different 
ages! Pastor Katie is planning on attending with the students 
the last week of camp in August 8-13. 

MANY THANKS TO LYN PETERSEN 

On behalf of the children, families, and 
the Holy Trinity community, we say – 
THANK YOU, LYN! You have invested 
your heart in sharing meaningful and 
inspiring messages of hope each week 
online. Lyn has donated most of the 
supplies for Family Resources Kits 
throughout the year. Her ministry is a 
joy to be part of week after week. We 
look forward to the many 
opportunities to serve God by serving the children and their 
families. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

You are always welcome to request prayer. You may go to the 
website and complete the form, call the church office, or 
contact Pastor Katie. Your prayers may be shared with pastoral 
staff only, the Agape Prayer Group, the larger prayer circle, 
and/or during worship and in our weekly eblast.  



WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS AND ASSISTANTS 

Because of the varying degrees of comfort of our members in 
coming into the church building as we emerge from the COVID 
crisis, those willing to assume leadership roles need to go to our 
Sign-up Genius to help us fill the roles. The eblasts and bulletins 
are highlighting a different role each week. So far, Welcome 
Station, Usher, and Greeter have been shared. Coming up are 
Lector and Fellowship Host.   https://bit.ly/3sNj1XT to sign up! 

YOUTH MISSION TEAM! 

We have an awesome group that will be traveling to Lincoln, IL 
the last week of July to build handicap ramps and paint home 
exteriors. We will be staying at the Lincoln Christian University 
(they have A/C in the building all week long! Woohoo!) We have 
remaining reservations that simply must be filled. We need 1-2 
more adults and 2-3 more students going into 7th – 12th grade in 
the fall of 2021. Contact Pastor Katie today! 

COUNCIL MINUTES RECAP  

Council minutes for the previous month become available once 
adopted by the Visioning Council. Minutes are posted on the 
bulletin board by the kitchen. There is a request form that can 
be filed on the Resource page of the church website monthly. 

FOOD PANTRY EMPHASES 

The top five items needed by the North Liberty Community 
Pantry are 1. financial donations (Every dollar means they can 
get 5 pounds of food), 2. Toilet paper, 3. Canned fruit, 4. Soups 
and stews, and 5. 100% fruit juice. During June, our emphasis is 
to wipe away the toilet paper deficit. Place your packages in the 
shopping cart in the front entrance. In July, we will emphasize 
canned goods like fruits, veggies (#6 on the list), soups, and 
stews. In August, we will collect 100% fruit juices. 

78 RPM (INCOMING 7TH AND 8TH GRADERS) will have a fun nite June 

30th at 6:30 p.m.  

https://bit.ly/3sNj1XT


PRAYER PAGE UPDATE 

• Pray for an end to violence and fighting in Tigray province 
of Ethiopia, where we have constructed two water wells, 
and for the families of India as they battle a severe outbreak 
of the CoronaVirus.  

• Pray for our hearts to be stirred to see all God’s children 
with dignity and love. 

• Pray for the earth and our decisions to change our habits 
intentionally for a healthier world. 

• Pray for Kate Hellem, Kristen Murray (Carryn Anderson’s 
sister) Bill Stickney, Elizabeth Heinemann (Marcy Duncan’s 
sister), Judy Leistikow (Kassie Adams’ mother), Bob Roys 
(Lisa and Tim Smith’s friend), each being treated for cancer. 

• Pray for family of Pastor Denny Wright, who died May 12th.  

• Pray for Annette Conzett, mother of Kim Behr, recovering 
from recent surgery, and Marilu Kuhl, currently 
rehabilitating at home. 

• Pray for those who live each day with anxiety, depression, 
or other challenges and for those who walk beside them 
with compassion and care. 

• Pray for COVID-19 joys and challenges in our homes, schools, 
work, community and here at Holy Trinity as our nation tries 
to emerge from the crisis. 

• Pray for the ELCA ministry of Free Indeed at the Anamosa 
State Penitentiary. 

• Pray for the consistency of the volunteers who make the 
Bread Basket ministry, the Food Pantry, and Table2Table 
ministries function for others in need.  

• Pray for Bishop Amy Current, the staff of the Southeastern 
Iowa Synod, and our sister congregations as they lead and 
worship through the world-wide pandemic. 

  



 

AN EVENING OUT 

Watch your bulletins and eblasts for news about An Evening 
Out. Details were not ready at press time. 


